Lisa Avina
📧 Laavina@icloud.com | 📞 (832) 593-0410
📍 15807 Maple Manor Dr. | Houston, TX 77095

Professional Summary
Experienced HISD educator with a proven track record in multilingual instruction, campus leadership, and project management. Demonstrated success in designing, coordinating, and implementing initiatives that accelerate English Learner (EL) achievement and advance district equity priorities. Skilled in using data analysis, research-based practices, and collaborative planning to drive instructional improvement. Known for building strong cross-department partnerships, leading committees, and managing campus-wide events that enhance community engagement, cultural celebration, and a positive school climate.
Certifications
· Texas Educator Certificate: Generalist 4–8
· ESL Supplemental Certification (in progress)

Education
University of Houston – Downtown, Houston, TX
· Master’s in Educational Leadership, May 2026
· Bachelor’s in Biological and Physical Science, May 2012

Professional Experience
CLIFTON MIDDLE SCHOOL – Houston, TX
7th Grade Science Teacher | Campus Leadership Team Member
August 2024 – Present
· Led campus-wide project management initiatives such as organizing and executing Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations and the Science Fall Festival, overseeing logistics, stakeholder communication, and budget coordination to ensure high participation and cultural engagement.
· Serve on both the School Decision-Making Committee (SDMC) and Attendance Committee, collaborating with administration to monitor attendance data, analyze trends, and develop strategies for increased student engagement and academic success.
· Conducted a comprehensive analysis of TAPR data to identify academic and linguistic gaps among English Learners; designed and implemented a campus action plan to address instructional equity.
· Facilitated professional development sessions for teachers on the QSSSA (Question, Signal, Stem, Share, Assess) strategy to promote structured academic conversations and language acquisition among multilingual learners.
· Collaborate with the Multilingual Department and campus leadership to align classroom instruction with HISD’s ELPS and district-wide goals for English Learner progress.
· Coordinate communication and follow-up from team meetings, ensuring accountability and consistent progress toward action plan milestones.
TANGLEWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL – Houston, TX
7th Grade Science Teacher | August 2023 – June 2024
· Delivered rigorous, differentiated instruction aligned with HISD’s NES framework to support both general education and English Learner students.
· Implemented project-based learning units integrating scientific vocabulary and literacy to improve comprehension and engagement.
· Mentored new teachers and collaborated on campus-wide instructional planning to ensure consistency in assessment and student growth goals.
SPRING OAKS MIDDLE SCHOOL – Houston, TX
Librarian (Grades 6-8) | June 2022 – August 2023
· Managed collection development, budget, and digital resources to promote literacy and language development among bilingual students.
· Organized family literacy nights and cultural engagement programs to strengthen the connection between home and school communities.
· Supported teachers in using bilingual digital tools and academic databases to enhance student research and vocabulary development.
LANDRUM MIDDLE SCHOOL – Houston, TX
Science Teacher (8th Grade) | August 2020 – June 2022
· Collaborated with ESL specialists to design scaffolded lessons using ELPS strategies and sentence stems.
· Facilitated team data meetings to address multilingual student performance and monitor intervention progress.
PAUL REVERE MIDDLE SCHOOL – Houston, TX
STEM Teacher | August 2016 – May 2020
· Created hands-on, inquiry-based STEM units to develop problem-solving and language skills.
· Partnered with the Multilingual Department to integrate EL strategies into science instruction.
HERRERA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – Houston, TX
4th Grade Teacher | August 2014 – June 2015
· Designed literacy-integrated science lessons and maintained strong parent communication in English and Spanish.
CARAWAY INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL – Houston, TX
Science Teacher (5th–6th Grade) | August 2012 – June 2014
· Introduced technology-based instruction and assessment strategies to increase engagement and track student mastery.

Leadership & Project Management Highlights
· Cultural Events & Community Engagement: Directed large-scale campus events such as Hispanic Heritage Month and Science Fall Festival.
· Data-Driven Leadership: Conducted an in-depth TAPR study and presented findings to staff to drive instructional adjustments.
· Professional Development: Designed and facilitated teacher training on QSSSA and language-acquisition strategies.
· Committee Participation: Active SDMC and Attendance Committee member focused on policy, attendance, and student success.
· Collaboration: Coordinated communication and logistics across departments to ensure alignment of goals and accountability.

Professional Development & Affiliations
· Texas Science Education Leadership Association (TSELA)
· National Science Teaching Association (NSTA)
· Kagan Cooperative Learning Workshop
· Differentiating Instruction: Maximizing the Learning of All Students
· Rice University Science Summer Institute
· Baylor College of Medicine Teacher Cohort

Technical & Language Skills
· Microsoft Office Suite (Excel, PowerPoint, Word)
· Google Workspace (Docs, Sheets, Slides)
· Canvas LMS | Adobe Creative Cloud | Finalsite
· Languages: English and Spanish (Proficient)

